Lapatinib in the treatment of HER-2 overexpressing breast cancer.
Lapatinib is the only clinically available agent for the treatment of patients with human epidermal growth factor receptor-2 (HER-2) positive tumors that have progressed on treatment with trastuzumab, taxanes and anthracyclines. Moreover, when given with letrozole in postmenopausal patients with estrogen receptor (ER) and HER-2 positive disease it induces clinically meaningful benefit. Recently presented neoadjuvant data suggests an important place for the combination of trastuzumab and lapatinib in the therapy of early HER-2 positive breast cancer. This article reviews the current status and future perspectives of lapatinib.